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O N  C A M P U S

Billikens Win 
A-10 Crown

Saint Louis University 
captured the Atlantic 10 
Conference title with a 55-
53 win over St. Bonaventure 
March 17 at Barclays Center 
in Brooklyn, New York.

The Billikens completed a 
thrilling A-10 Tournament by 
winning four games in four 
days to punch their ticket to 
the 2019 NCAA Tournament 

— SLU’s first NCAA 
appearance since 2014.

Tramaine Isabell Jr. was 
named the A-10 Tournament 
Most Outstanding Player. 
Javon Bess (A&S ’18) 
was named to the All-
Championship team as well.

“We go out every game, 
every day, every practice, 
and we’re playing for this 
university, and we’re playing 
for the city of St. Louis, and 
that means a lot to us,” said 
Head Coach Travis Ford.

The 13th-seeded Billikens 
finished their season with a 
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O N  C A M P U S

SLU Celebrates Its 2019 Graduates

A s he stood at the commencement podium, 
Matthew Prest (Parks ’19), Saint Louis University’s 

student speaker, told the crowd to be mindful of a 
proverb from his native New Zealand: “What is the 
most important thing in the world? It is the people, it 
is the people, it is the people.”

For Prest and the University’s 2,546 newest alumni, 
the call to change the world for the better defined 
their SLU experience and the paths they will take 
following their May 18 commencement at Chaifetz 
Arena.

“The legacy of SLU and of yourselves is in your 
hands,” Prest said. “What being a Billiken means is 
up to you, but I challenge you to make it matter.”

University President Dr. Fred P. Pestello echoed 
Prest’s emphasis on the uniqueness of a Jesuit edu-
cation and on Billikens as change-makers, as did the 
ceremony’s keynote speaker, Randall L. Stephenson, 
chairman and CEO of AT&T.

Stephenson received an honorary doctor of com-
merce degree during the ceremony. Others given 
honorary degrees were Robert Cardillo, former 
director of the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency; Marie Kenyon (Law ’86), a lawyer and 
director of the Peace and Justice Commission of 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis; and Donald Ross, vice 
chairman of Enterprise Holdings Inc.

Cancer Center Receives $4.5 Million Gift

T he School of Medicine received a $4.5 million gift from the estate of Dr. LeRoy 
Fink (Med ’56) to support the Saint Louis University Cancer Center. Fink’s gift 

is one of the largest in the history of the medical school.
A lifelong supporter of the University, Fink named the School of Medicine as a 

beneficiary of his estate, providing funds that will be used to support the Cancer 
Center specifically with research and clinical care, as well as the Cancer Center’s 
active focus on clinical trials and its outpatient bone marrow transplant program. A 
native of Edwardsville, Illinois, Fink died in January 2018 at age 87.

He was an active alumnus, assisting in planning numerous class reunions as a 
volunteer and providing many gifts to support student scholarships and programs 
in the School of Medicine.
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First No-Hitter 
in 53 Years
Billiken pitcher Cody Luther 
made history in April during 
SLU’s 5-0 win over St. 
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O N  C A M P U S

Gift Creates New 
Neuroscience Center

Through a $300,000 endowment, Dr. Henry 

SLU, NGA Collaborate on Major Initiatives
PARTNERING ON GEOSPATIAL 
RESEARCH PROJECTS

In January, Saint Louis University 
signed a Collaborative Research and 
Development Agreement (CRADA) 
with the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency (NGA), 
establishing a new relationship that 
will allow SLU to collaborate with the 
NGA on geospatial research, training 
and innovation initiatives.

CRADAs are formal agreements that 
allow federal agencies and partner 
organizations to optimize their 
resources, share technical expertise, 
enhance workforce development 
and leverage the national industrial 
base and innovation communities. 

The collaboration supports the new 
GeoSLU initiative, which aims to 
establish SLU as leading center for 
geospatial research, training and 
innovation in St. Louis. As a Jesuit 
University, SLU’s geospatial research 
primarily focuses on improving the 
human condition — from economic 
and health inequity to food and 
water security. Mapping is also being 
used to study climate change, crop 
productivity and disease prevention, 
among other areas.

The agreement followed the NGA’s 
recent decision to invest in a new 
$1.75 billion campus north of 
downtown St. Louis. 

HOSTING A GEOSPATIAL CONFERENCE

A crowd of 650 regional leaders f012 T.T(ro)-13.-2 (e)-172 

Grand Honor: In May, SLU held an event to 
recognize Lawrence Biondi, S.J., SLU’s president 
from 1987-2013. To acknowledge his impact on 
SLU and Midtown, the stretch of Grand Boulevard 
that fronts campus honorarily was named “Father 
Biondi, S.J., Way.” The area is marked by street signs, 
underwritten by Biondi's supporters. The signs are 
found along Grand between Lafayette Avenue and 
Lindell Boulevard. Additionally, a plaza at the Madrid 
Campus will be named for him.

Arts at SLU

SLUMA 
Saint Louis University Museum of Art

MODES OF EXPRESSION

Through July 28

Featuring works from SLUMA’s permanent collections, 

New Development at Grand and Chouteau 

S

NOTEWORTHY 
GRANTS

SLU Recognized for 
Sustainability Efforts
SLU recently received several honors for its 
ongoing commitment to sustainability.

EPA’S GREEN LIST

The Environmental Protection Agency recognized 
SLU for its use of green power thanks to an 
initiative launched by students. SLU residence halls 
now are part of the EPA Green Power Partnership, 
among more than 1,600 entities that collectively 
use more than 50 billion kilowatts of green power 
annually, equivalent to the electricity use of more 
than 4.6 million average American homes.

The Green Billikens student group, founded by 
Douglas Fritz (A&S ’19), led the effort to replace all 
electricity used in residence halls with renewable 
energy from Midwest wind farms. SLU is Missouri’s 
first university or college to participate in Ameren 
Missouri’s Pure Power Program.

In the year since the program’s inception, SLU 
has replaced 8 million kilowatts of energy made 
from fossil fuel with certificates to purchase clean, 
renewable energy. SLU students voted to tax 
themselves $20 a semester to reduce their carbon 
footprint to help defray the cost of purchasing 
renewable energy certificates. 

GOLD FROM RECYCLEMANIA

In the National Wildlife Federation's campus 
competition RecycleMania, SLU earned gold for 
the total amount of electronics recycled, collecting 
66,480 pounds during the eight-week event.

RecycleMania promotes waste reduction on 
college campuses. Some 300 campuses in 43 
states competed in RecycleMania in 2019.

TREE CAMPUS USA

The Arbor Day Foundation named SLU a 2018 
Tree Campus USA. The national award honors 
colleges and universities for promoting healthy 
trees and engaging their campus communities in 
conservation-related efforts. SLU also received the 
honor last year for its efforts in 2017.

Pestello (left) and Sharp 
(center) at the April 9 
NGA conference in Busch 
Student Center

PHOTO BY STEVE DOLAN
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THE OTHER 10 PROJECTS ARE:THE OTHER 10 PROJECTS ARE:
Dr. Christopher Arnatt, Assistant Professor of Chemistry

Equipment will be purchased for synthetic chemistry labs to 

The Saint Louis University Research Institute awarded its first The Saint Louis University Research Institute awarded its first 

RESERVOIR SAFETY AND SUSTAINABILITY
Dr. Amanda Cox, Associate Professor of Civil Engineering

Reservoir safety and sustainability are crucial issues that are being 
exacerbated by aging American infrastructure, population growth 
and increased extreme precipitation. Current methods for analyzing 
reservoir capacities predate computers. Cox will use advanced geo-
spatial techniques to develop a new method to compute capacities. 
This will enable engineers to accurately estimate volume and sed-
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— By Amy Garland

Photography by 
Douglas Garfield

Bees are finding refuge in 
urban areas — including  
St. Louis — and it’s good  
news for us all. SLU’s  
Dr. Gerardo Camilo and 
his students head into the 
field to collect bees and 
study their relationship 
with humans.

In the collection room in 
the basement of the newly 
renovated Macelwane Hall,  
Dr. Gerardo Camilo has access 
to drawers upon drawers of bee 
specimens, about 18,000 in all. 
But that doesn’t stop him from 
searching for more.

The f irst time he went to collect at Saint Louis 
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Camilo has always been big into bugs. 
“As a little kid growing up in Puerto Rico, I chased every bug, every 

little critter, lizards, frogs,” he said. “My mom hoped I’d outgrow the 
bug phase. I never did.”

From the start, he found a way to turn his love into his livelihood.
“An American lady lived down the street from us. One day she came screaming 

out of her house: There was a lizard inside! Now, it’s a tropical environment — we 
have lizards everywhere. I went in with a friend and caught the lizard. She gave us 
$5. Mind you, this is 1973 or ’74. We proceeded to collect lizards everywhere and toss 
them in her yard,” he said, grinning.

He went to college thinking he’d study marine sciences and happened to take an 
entomology course only because it fit into his schedule.

“After a couple of weeks… 
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nature around our homes should look, and we’ve codified those sensitivities into 
neighborhood associations. How high can you keep your lawn? How many trees 
can you put in your yard, and what kind? The collective set of decisions leads to 
standardization across the spatial regime,” he said. “We call it homogeneity.”

On a larger scale, Americans also have homogenized the way we farm. 
“The way we grow food has changed more in the last 50 years than in the pre-

vious 5,000,” Camilo said. “Agricultural policy in the United States favors huge 
amounts of monoculture so you can then homogenize your product. We have 
learned to homogenize our crops by homogenizing the environment and homog-
enizing the genetics of the crops.”

Unfortunately, although homogeneity might produce a lovely landscape or 
consistent crops, it does not encourage bees or other pollinators. To thrive, most 
bees need a broad diet — easy access to different kinds of pollen. 

It makes sense, then, that Camilo found so many different kinds of bees in St. 
Louis’ community gardens — they produce a diverse bounty.

“Especially on the north side, there is a broad range of cultural representation. 
St. Louis’ International Institute runs several of the gardens, where you have 
refugees from Sub-Saharan Africa, Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia and Latin 
America all planting. People tend to grow stuff they like and know how to cook,” 
Camilo said. “That leads to a diversity of f lower resources, which leads to a diver-
sity of bees.”

Knowing that native bees are thriving in the city’s commu-
nity gardens and food roofs gave Camilo traction. The next 

step is mapping pollinators in the area on a greater scale. 
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ong before “Obamacare” became a buzzword, 

when nurses were plentiful and vaccines were 

notable for their creation and not up for debate, 

four colleagues from Saint Louis University School of 

Law met for drinks at a bar near campus. It was 1981, 

15 years after the Social Security Act Amendments 

created Medicare and Medicaid, the latter of which 

was just being implemented across all 50 states. Law 

professors Jesse Goldner, Sandra Johnson, Nic Terry 

and Mike Wolff did not set out to stake a claim in an 

entirely new legal field — but in fact, that was just 

what they did.

With a few scribbles on a now legendary cock-

tail napkin, the professors created the Saint Louis 

University School of Law Center for Health Law 

Studies and set out to define the field of health 

law. 

Now in its fourth decade, the Center for Health 

Law Studies has been ranked a top program 

nationally since U.S. News & World Report started 

ranking the specialty, taking the top spot for 15 

of the last 16 years and outranking programs 

at Harvard Law, Boston University and Yale. 



THOUGHTFUL PARTNERSHIPS
he sustained success of the Center for Health Law 
Studies can be attributed to many things, but a 

thoughtful approach to partnerships in academia, the 
legal community and community health organizations 
created a foundation for progress.

Some of the early partnerships were with the 
American Society of Law and Medicine (now known 
as the American Society of Law, Medicine and Ethics) 
and the National Health Lawyers Association (now the 
American Health Lawyers Association).

“We had a strategy of partnering with leading orga-
nizations early on,” Johnson said. “We proposed 
to NHLA that we become a depos-
i t o r y  l i br a r y,  t h a t  w e 
co-sponsor a pro-
gram — anything 
to bui ld relat ion-
ships nationally is 
what we did. That 
strategy allowed to us 
to build long-lasting 
partnerships.”

I t  w a s  t h r o u g h 
the relat ionship with 
ASLME that the Health 
Law Scholars Workshop 
was born. A pinnacle pro-
gra m of t he center,  t he 
work shop i s  a  co l le g i a l 
forum in which faculty from 
around the country who are 
new to health law and bioeth-
ics present works-in-progress 
and receive advice from experi-
enced scholars and teachers in the field.

One of the scholars to present at the first Health Law 
Scholars Workshop was Rob Gatter, now the center’s 
director and a SLU law professor.

“That Health Law Scholars Workshop was the most 
formative professional weekend of my life,” Gatter said. 

“I thought, now I know what I am doing, now I know 
how to do it. Now I have all of these contacts, and those 
contacts can back me up.”



T he music is catchy, the moves 
are sharp, and the costumes 

— from multicolor sequins to 
tartan plaid — are fabulous. 
One afternoon in February, six 

of SLU’s student dance groups took to the 
stage in Xavier Theatre to show off their 
skills and celebrate all things dance at SLU. 

These six groups exemplify today’s Saint 
Louis University dance community: diverse, 
enthusiastic and growing. In recent years, 
the number of dance teams on campus has 
climbed, and today, nearly a dozen groups 
bring an impressive range of dance styles 
and world rhythms to SLU. 

The dancers themselves have a lot to say, 
both on stage through their choreography 
and musical selections, and off stage, as 
they talked about why they dance, some of 
the biggest misconceptions about the dance 
styles they’re so passionate about, and what 
they love about SLU’s dance community 
writ large.
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More and more 
SLU students 
are expressing 
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XQuizit  ///  Urban Dance 

XQuizit (pronounced exquisite) is often 
called a hip-hop dance team, but 
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C L A S S N O T E S

1952
Clifford Hackett {A&S} published a 
biography of Jean Monnet, founder 
of the European Union. He also 
wrote several earlier volumes on 
Monnet and the origins of the EU. 
After 10 years in the Foreign Service 
and three in the U.S. Army, Hackett 
spent 13 years on Capitol Hill working 
for both House and Senate members 
on foreign affairs. He keeps in touch 
with other members of SLU’s class 
of 1952, including Bob Erlinger {A&S} 
and Marion Reis {A&S}. All three were 
active on The University News.

1961
Sister Mary 
Christine 
Morkovsky {GRAD 
A&S ’61, ’66, ’90} 
published Pilgrims 
in Providence: 
A History of 
the Texas Congregation of Divine 
Providence in Mexico. She lives in San 
Antonio. 

1963
Dr. Edward Chow {MED} was 
reappointed to his eighth term 
on the San Francisco Health 
Commission in January 2018 and 
serves as its president and as 
chairman of the Zuckerberg San 
Francisco General Hospital Joint 
Conference Committee.

1964
Kathleen (Brady) Andria {GRAD ED} 
has 12 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren, and is a math tutor 
in her free time. She lives in Akron, 
Ohio.

1965
Theodore Biondo {IT} worked with the 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental 

A L U M N I
S P O T L I G H T
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Suzanne Schmitz {LAW} is vice 
president of the Illinois Board of 
Admissions to the Bar. She lives in 
Carbondale, Illinois.

1982
Martha “Marty” (Ress) Cornett 
{NURS} passed the first national 
board exam for wellness coaches in 
September 2017. Using the holistic 
care model presented at the SLU 
School of Nursing, she opened a 
practice, MC Wellness Coaching. She 
works on a variety of wellness issues 
with caregivers and conducts growth 
and development classes for families. 
Marty and John Cornett {CSB ’78} live 
in Ohio and have two children, Steve 
and Annie.

1984
Dr. Brian E. 
Birdnow {A&S ’84, 
GRAD A&S ’87, ’00} 
published his 
third historical 
work, The 
Subversive Screen: 

2019 Alumni Merit Awards

George Brill {PC ’85}

Brill, a member of SLU’s board of trustees, is 
founder and CEO of Talisen Technologies Inc., a 
leader in the transmission of secure information 
over the Internet. He began his career with 
McDonnell Douglas, where he developed a 
secure, electronic collaboration platform. Brill 
and his team adapted the defense technology 
for a new market now known as the Internet 
of Things. The Small Business Administration 
named him the 2013 Minority Business Owner 
of the Year for Region Seven.

Dr. Pamela Z. Cacchione 
{GRAD NURS ’98}

Cacchione is the Ralston House Endowed Term 
Chair in Gerontological Nursing and associate 
professor of geropsychiatric nursing at the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing. 
She has held faculty positions at SLU, the 
University of Iowa, University of Maryland and 
Georgetown University. In addition to teaching 
and maintaining a clinical practice, Cacchione is 
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C L A S S N O T E S

BOB BURNES AWARD
Honors teams that have brought 
recognition to SLU

The 1967 Billiken men’s 
soccer team was declared 
the NCAA co-champion with 
Michigan State. It was the sixth 
of the Billikens’ NCAA-record 
10 national championships. 
Team members were: Tom 
Bokern, Tim Brassil, Jim Conley, 
Bill Donley, Wayne Fischer, 
Steve Frank, Jack Galmiche, 
Gene Geimer, Mark Gri�n, Bill 
McDermott, Brad Melchior, 
George Merubia, Irvin Mueller, 
John Pisani, Mike Poston, Gary 
Rensing, Tom Rich, Rudy 
Roeslein, Stan Rozanski, Dave 
Schlitt, Larry Warren, Wally 
Werner and Charlie Zoeller. 
Coaching sta� was: Harry 
Keough (head coach) and Val 
Pelizzaro (assistant coach).

The 2013 Billiken baseball 
team tied the school record 
with 41 victories and captured 
the Billikens’ third of four 
Atlantic 10 Conference 
titles. SLU went on to play in 
the NCAA Columbia (South 
Carolina) Regional. Team 
members were: Alex Alemann, 
Nick Bates, Michael Bozarth, 
Danny Brennan, Matt Eckelman, 
Steve Fernandez, Jordan 
Hammerman, Jake Henson, 
Alex Kelly, Jon Levin, Mike 

BILLIKEN GREAT: PIONEER  
Honors student-athletes prior to 1989

Martha Gartland Butler  �NURS ’80, GRAD PH ’87�  was a standout on 

2011
Hayley Collins {LAW} an attorney at 
GoransonBain Ausley, became board 
certified in family law. She lives in 
Plano, Texas.

Scott Hunsaker {LAW} has been 
promoted to counsel at Tucker Ellis. 
He lives in St. Louis.

Mark Pratzel {LAW} is a partner at 
Husch Blackwell. He concentrates 
his practice on toxic tort matters and 
product failure investigations. He 
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B Y  T H E 
N U M B E R S

T H E  L A S T 
L O O K

LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION

Saint Louis 
University’s 1988 
commencement 

ceremony (pictured 
above) was held at 
the St. Louis Arena, 
previously known as 
the Checkerdome. 

In 1995, SLU 
commencements 
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