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Urban Politics (POLS 2220) 

Meets MWF 1:10—2:00 

Instructor: Prof. Bob Cropf 

Contact Info: robert.cropf@slu.edu 

314-605-2499 (cell) 

Overview of Course 

Are American cities undergoing a renaissance or are they dying? This question has received increased 
relevance because of the Covid-19 pandemic, which has seen our biggest cities like New York City and 
Los Angeles battered by the pandemic. In this course we will examine this significant question and 
others that will help determine the future of urban politics and by extension, the whole country. This is 
not an exaggeration. According to the most recent Census, 80 percent of all Americans live in urban 
areas and this figure is likely to increase, despite the ravages of Covid.  
(
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On the other hand, cities like New York, San Francisco, and Seattle have prospered like never before, at 
least prior to the pandemic
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in terms of American attitudes 
about race.) 

3/8 Rothstein: Chap.5  

3/10 Rothstein: Chap.5 (continued)  

 

3/12 

 

Levine: Chap.5 

 

3/15 Levine: Chap. 5 (continued) Paper outlines due. 

3/17 Midterm Review  

3/19 Midterm  

3/22 Rothstein: Chap. 6  

3/24 Rothstein: Chap. 6 (continued)  

3/26 Levine: Chap. 8 “Chinatown” (How the criminal 
element shaped modern L.A.) 

 
 

3/29 

 

Rothstein: Chap.7  
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4/12 Levine: Chap. 10 

 

 

 

4/14 

Levine: Chap.11  

4/16 Levine: Chap. 11 (continued) “Holding Ground” (Another 
documentary about efforts in 
Boston to slow down 
gentrification.) 

4/19 Rothstein: Chap.9  

4/21 Rothstein: Chap. 9 (continued)  

 

4/23 

 

Levine: Chap. 3 

 

4/26 Rothstein: Chap.10  

4/28 Rothstein: Chap. 10 (continued)  

 

4/30 

 

Levine: Chap.12 

“Blade Runner” (1982) 
(Dystopian classic about L.A. in 
the future. Sequel is also very 
good I hear.) 

5/3 Rothstein: Chap.11  

4/21
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D                                 60-69            

F                                   <60 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

Attendance Policy: 

Your success in this course will depend on your ability to complete the daily reading and weekly writing 
and discussion assignments as well as your ability to read the biography of Benjamin Franklin as if you 
were having a conversation with the author each day. (The last is just to make sure you’re paying 
attention!) Absence in three classes without a reason that is out of the control of the student will result 
in a one level drop in the final grade (i.e. illness, work conflict, medical emergency, etc.) see more 
information at link below: 

https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-
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Students who attempt to enter a classroom without wearing masks will be asked by the instructor to 
wear masks prior to entry.  Students who remove their masks at any time during a class session will be 
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Please contact Disability Services to schedule an appointment to discuss accommodation requests and 
eligibility requirements. Most students on the St. Louis campus will contact Disability Services, located in 
the Student Success Center and available by email at Disability_services@slu.edu or by phone 
at 314.977.3484. Once approved, information about a student’s eligibility for academic accommodations 
will be shared with course instructors by email from Disability Services and within the instructor’s official 
course roster. Students who do not have a documented disability but who think they may have one also 
are encouraged to contact to Disability Services. Confidentiality will be observed in all inquiries. 

 

Note: due to accreditation requirements, regulatory differences, and/or location-specific resources, the 
School of Law, the School of Medicine, and SLU Madrid have their own standard language for syllabus 
statements related to disability accommodations. Faculty in those units should seek guidance for syllabus 
requirements from their dean’s office. 
 

TEMPORARY 
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1. Students who exhibit any potential COVID symptoms (those that cannot be attributed to some other 
medical condition the students are known to have, such as allergies, asthma, etc.) shall absent 
themselves from any in-person class attendance or in-person participation in any class-related 
activity until they have been evaluated by a qualified medical official.   Students should contact the 
University Student Health Center for immediate assistance.   

 

2. Students who exhibit any potential COVID symptoms (those that cannot be attributed to some other 
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Donna Bess Myers Student Development Per VP of Student Development 

Renee Jonas Student Development Per VP of Student Development 

Steve Sanchez Office of the Provost 


